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Michael O’'Brien

Michael O’'Brien is an ITOPF Technical Team Manager. His university background is in environmental
economics; his PhD dissertation looked at issues arising from valuation methods for natural resources,
his master’s thesis looked at endangered species protection. Before joining ITOPF in 2001 he was an
Assistant Professor at the University of Innsbruck in Austria and an Environmental Economist for the
US Government, NOAA in Washington, DC.
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Dr. O'Brien’s responsibilities with ITOPF include attending on site at oil spills world-wide to advise on
cleanup strategies to minimise environmental and economic impacts. He has attended more than 30
spills in some 20 countries on 5 continents, including numerous incidents in China.
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As a Technical Team Manager he leads a team of Technical Advisors who also carry out spill-related
field and research work. His work also regularly includes environmental monitoring programs, risk
assessments for cargo and bunkers on sunken wrecks, options for post-spill restoration, and response/
damage claims.
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He has also spoken at a wide variety of training and lecturing events for private and public bodies
including the European Union, the International Maritime Organisation, and the International Oil
Pollution Compensation Fund.
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